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Abstract. This paper discusses the theological study of tortor somba in the death ceremony of saur maiua
in the Batak Toba community. Tortor somba is believed 10 be able 1o realize the bond of brotherhood

present inthe inkinship. The person s called saur matua,
which means complete or perfect, namely a person who has had children and grandchildren, and has
succeeded in life both socially and materially. Torior somba is also believed o be a sign of respect,
welcoming those who have a higher position. with this respect can receive blessings. The purpose of this
study is 10 explore the meaning of tortor somba in the death ritual of saur matua in the Batak Toba
community, as well as 10 determine the theological views on the death ritual of saur matua i the Baiak
Toba community. The research method in this researcher uses a qualitative research method with an

ethnographic approach by conducting interviews with one of the village officials, three people representing
the Batak Toba community, three iraditional leaders, one HKBP Pastor, one GKPI Pastor, and one
Catholic Tomok Pastor. The data was studied 10 examine theological studies regarding tortor somba in the
saur matua death ceremony in the Toba Baiak commanity.

The resul of the research show that the meaning of ortor somba in the Saur Matua death ceremony in the
Toba Batak community is a form of pride. respect, and also gratitude. Tortor somba in death ceremonies
is mot only a child's form of respect for their deceased parents, but also 1o honor the spirits of ancestors or
Jforefathers. This expression of respect is intended for ancestors. It is also importan 1o provide new
knowledge 10 the younger generation that tortor somiba must be based on and illuninated by the word of
God in order to mainiain and respect culture, because if understood properly and correctly, religion and
culture will complement each other.
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Abstrak. Tulisan ini membahas tentang kajian teologis tentang fortor somba dalam upacara kematian saur

matua pada masyarakat Batak Toba. Tortor somba dipercayai dapat mewujudkan ikatan persaudaraan

antara sesama yang hadir di dalam u na dalam kekerabatan. Orang

tersebut disebut saur marua, yang ing yang telah beranak cucu, dan
b ba

'z memiliki posisi yang lebih tinggi, dengan penghormatan ini

I untuk mengeksplorasi makna fortor somba dalam ritual kematian saur matua
u ‘oba, serta untuk mengetahui pandangan teologis terhadap ritual kematian sar
matua pada masyarakat Batak Toba. Metode penelitian dalam penelitiini menggunakan metode penelitian
kualitatif dengan pendekatan etnograpy dengan melakukan wawancara terhadap salah satu perangkat desa,
tiga orang mewakili masyarakat Batak Toba, tiga orang tokoh adat, satu orang Pendeta HKBP, satu orang
Pendeta GKPI. dan satu orang Pastor Khatolik Tomok. Data yang di kaji untuk mengkai kajian teologis
tentang forior somba dalam upacara kematian saur matua pada masyarakat Batak Toba.

Hasil penclitian menunjukkan bahwa makna forfor somba dalam upacara kematian saur matua pada
masyarakat Batak Toba adalah suatu bentuk kebanggan, penghormatan. juga tentang rasa terima kasih.
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